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We welcome submissions of interest to local leshians. Letters to the editor, book, concert and mavie 


reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are:all welcomed. = 


= 


Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB 15d 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, leave a 4 


message at (780) 482-1794, or e-mail womonspace@hotmail.com. 


Upcoming topics: December — Queer Youth. Submission deadline: November 14. January — Safe Sex. 


Submission deadline: December 12. 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social. and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians'in Edmonton and the-surrounding 
areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and-any other interested lesbians. The opinions 
expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee: The events, organizations and. establishments. publicized aré not necessarily. ‘supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome » 
submissions. Material submitted pecans the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication: Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main’P.0,, Edmonton, AB T5JU 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines 
free — at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication costs. 
Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. 


For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave 4 message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 
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SPlinters From The Boaro’ 


e Thank you to all the Womonspace 
members who attended the Annual 
General Meeting on October 16 and 
placed their votes, bringing in our 
new Board: 


President: Terri Hayes 

Vice President: Linda Tokaryk 
Secretary: Lynn McDonald 

Treasurer: Carol Cattell 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: Kelly Gray 
Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Membership Director: Rae Johnson 
Activities Co-ordinator: Carolyn Gosselin 
Public Relations Director: Sal 


After a very heated debate, all 
members in attendance at the 
Annual General Meeting voted on 
whether Womonspace should offer 
a limited number of smoking dances 
in the coming year. There was a 
landslide victory in favour of 
having all dances smoke-free. 


This was my first month as “part-editor- 
of-sorts” with a great deal of assistance 
from Lindy Pratch. | will be officially 
taking over as womonspace editor for the 
November issue. Lindy served as editor 
of womonspace news for many years, 
and she has left me enormous boots to 
fill with her creativity, enthusiasm and 
hard work. 

Along with graphic designer 
extrordinaire Roxane Chicoine, | hope to 
rise to the occasion, and we have some 


by Suzanne Dawson 


¢ Many thanks go out to the exiting 


Board members for their hard work 
and dedication: Lindy Pratch, 
Angela Williams and Laurie. 


Thank you to our many volunteers 
who continue to make our dances 
and newsletters a success. Our sincere 
appreciation is extended to three 
individuals in particular: Geri Boyko, 
dance co-ordinator; Lynn Barbeau, 
webmistress; and Roxane Chicoine, 
newsletter art director. 


e Womonspace will not be having 


a New Year’s Eve dance this year 
because we cannot locate an available 
venue. However, we will be having a 
dance on Saturday, December 18, 1999. 


You can read past and present 
issues of womonspace online at: 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


exciting ideas for upcoming issues. | would 
love to hear from anyone with ideas, 
suggestions, opinions or observations that 
could assist or improve womonspace or 
the Edmonton lesbian community at large. 
Even if you don't fancy yourself a “writer,” 


womonspace is a great place to express 
yourself in a safe lesbian-friendly forum, so 
consider submitting to any of our upcoming 
issues (I'll be gentle, | promise!). 


Suzanne Dawson 
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What do you get when you combine 
four self-described stage-sluts, a 
sprinkle of sex talk and a heap of 
queer creativity? Vancouver-based 
performance troupe Taste This, 
authors of the award-winning book 
Boys Like Her. The group recently 
merged for their third tour in four 
years to perform Too Close to Fire, 
which follows in the multi-media 
performance tradition of Taste This. 

The foursome is made up of: 

Anna Camilleri (gorgeous femme 
poetess who has been known to travel 
sans skivvies), Ivan E. Coyote (who 
wistfully ponders what life would be 
like without breasts), Zoe Eakle (who 
struggles for identity amid her boyish 
fashion tastes and penchant for lipstick) 
and Lyndell Montgomery (the stunning 
violin-playing boy-woman who 
unabashedly poses naked wrapped in 
saran wrap). Lyndell has been snapped 
up to tour with singer Ember Swift, 
and her stand-in for the upcoming 
tour will be guest member S. Lynn 
Phillips, guitarist/bassist/drummer 

and founding member of Toronto 
band Random Order. 

The group’s name came to member 
Ivan E. Coyote “while sitting bare-assed 
over a heater vent in my apartment 
one day. Its roots lie in our desire 
to capture some of the multi-faceted 
way|s] we try to tell stories .. .We have 
a taste of music, a little bit of theatre, 
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The Taste This Experience 


interviewed by Suzanne Dawson 


some performance type of stuff, some 
storytelling. In the beginning, we even 
sang in four part harmony. Well, there 
were four of us, anyway.” Since Boys 
Like Her hit the bookshelves and the 
group toured Canada and the U.S.A., 
the members of Taste This have not 
only matured and changed as people, 
but have emerged as stronger authors 
and performers. Each has gone on to 
work on separate projects apart from 
Taste This: Zoe, in acting and theatre; 
Anna, in editing an anthology on 
brazen femmes and working on a 
novel; Ivan, in completing a video 
project, Transmission, and a book 
of short stories; and Lyndell, in 
continuing her boot-stomping violin 
playing with Ember Swift’s band. 

Too Close to Fire, comprised of 
all new material, explores fire as a 
metaphor for danger and passion, 
among other things. Tales of a 
pyromaniac’s spiritual awakening 
collide with those of a three year old 
drag king and a little girl taught in 
school that Mary Magdalene was “the 
whore who Jesus loved.” Taste This’ 
performance is guaranteed to not only 


make you think, but make you feel. 
W) 


Taste This appears in Edmonton at the Catalyst Theatre 
on November 17 at 8 pm, and in Calgary at the Crump 
Manor on November 18. A complete tour itinerary is 
available at www.interlog.com/~redeye 


Between the Covers 
New books at Edmonton Public Library 


Books about lesbian lives are important 
because we are rarely visible anyplace 
else. Lesbian literature also shapes our 
culture by giving us guidepost images 
and ideas which we use to navigate our 
search for identity. When I came out 
20 years ago, I read every lesbian book 
I could find. Reading about lesbians 
continues to give me great pleasure and I 
enjoy sharing this feeling by writing book 
reviews. I am stepping down as editor of 
womonspace this month, but I will 
continue with a regular book column. 
New Yorker Sarah Schulman has 
been writing intense, gritty books 
about lesbians for years. She wrote 
People in Trouble in 1990, featuring a 
group of East Village artists struggling 
with homelessness and AIDS. Jonathan 
Larson admitted privately that he used 
this book to create his hit musical 
“Rent.” Stagestruck: Theater, AIDS, 
and the Marketing of Gay America 
(Duke University, 1998) is Schulman’s 
compelling account of her futile efforts 
to gain recognition and restitution for 
the use of her material. Also in this 
book, Schulman shows how “Rent” is 
only one example of the heterosexual 
mainstream taking over visual 
representation (in theatre and in 
advertising) of gays and lesbians. The 
result is a twisted, false portrayal of us 
which is palatable to mass audiences 
and therefore makes money. Schulman 
is passionate about the devastation 


[by Lindy Pach | Lindy Pratch 


of the artistic landscape of activists 

in Manhattan, destroyed by AIDS, 
gentrification and marketing. Under 
her spotlight, complex issues come 
into clear focus in this very engaging — 
and enraging — book. 

Shimmer (Avon, 1998) is also by 
Sarah Schulman. This novel is set in 
New York in the early 1950s, with 
lots of colourful details to make it as 
atmospheric as an old movie. The 
climate of fear of the McCarthy era 
is just beginning. The story follows 
the intersecting lives of three main 
characters: a young lesbian newspaper 
stenographer working hard towards 
her big break to become a reporter; 

a smug, wealthy gossip columnist; 
and a struggling black playwright. 
Schulman gracefully leads us to the 
places in their lives where the personal 
and the political meet. 

The personal and the political are 
also interwoven in Karen Tulchinsky’s 
Love Ruins Everything (Press Gang, 
1998). Nomi Rabinovitch, a Canadian 
living in San Francisco, works illegally 
in a bar. Her lover Sapphire dumps her 
for a man. Nomi’s widowed mother 
suddenly announces a remarriage, so 
Nomi flies to Toronto for the event. 
There, Nomi’s gay cousin, Henry, is 
working to expose proof that the 
American government created AIDS as 
a biochemical weapon. This adds the 
element of a thriller to a story that is 


continued on page 8 
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My partner and I often tell ourselves 
how lucky we are. Since marrying and 
becoming a blended family, we have not 
encountered much gay bashing. Our 
community, our children’s school and 
our families of origin have all accepted 
our relationship and our family. 

In the four years that I’ve officially 
been out, I recall only three minor 
incidents. When my partner and I were 
first dating, we went for an evening 
walk on the Legislative grounds. It was 
summer and we were both wearing 
ball caps over our short haircuts. Two 
teenage boys passed us and one said, 
“Good evening, Sir, Ma am.” We stifled 
our laughter as we tried to decide 
which one of us was ‘Sir.’ 

Another time we were leaving a 
theatre holding hands when a teenage 
male muttered, “Fucking dykes!” as 
he passed us. 

The third incident occurred in our 
neighbourhood mall. Once more, we 
were walking along holding hands 
when a boy/girl couple passed us, also 
holding hands. Again, it was the boy 
who told us, “Get a room!” despite 
the fact that we were doing nothing 
more than he and his girlfriend. 

Most of the time I forget that we’re 
supposed to be different. Still, the 
holiday season can trigger a lot of 
painful stuff for many of us. I am no 
exception and this past year there were 
some graphic reminders that things 
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Lucky Lesbians 


by Ilka Wilkinson 


would probably be different if my 
partner had married a man. 

One day during the week before 
Christmas, our youngest brought 
home an award for exceptional work 
in school. It was a beautiful 5 x 7 
laminated certificate suitable for framing 
and display, except it included the names 
of my partner and her ex-husband. The 
teacher had totally ignored the existence 
of Janelle’s two step-moms: myself and 
the ex-husband’s new wife. 

Though most of the teachers are 
aware that our children have four very 
involved and interested parents, there 
is a new teacher’s aide at the school 
this year who was responsible for 
making and distributing the awards. 
After explaining the situation to her, 
we received her profuse and sincere 
apology and that very evening our little 
girl returned with two certificates — 
one for myself and my partner and one 
for her dad and her other step-mom. 

That same day we received two 
rather creative Christmas cards in 
the mail. My mother, who is finally 
beginning to accept my partner (because 
“that girl sure is strong”), has still not 
reconciled herself to the idea that I am 
now co-parenting three more children. 
Accordingly, her Christmas card read, 
“To Ilka and Company.” Is it the word 
‘partner’ that has her confused? 

The second card was from my 
partner’s aunt and uncle who solved 


continued on page 8 


Between the Covers continued from page 6 


otherwise a comedy. Tulchinsky’s 
writing sparkles with humour, 
especially in describing friendships 
and family dynamics. The strength 

of family bonds shines like heirloom 
silver ...even if it is somewhat dented. 

Skye is a 16-year-old seeking to create 
a family of choice in Bett Williams’ 

Girl Walking Backwards (St Martin’s, 
1998). Skye’s parents are divorced 
ex-hippies. She lives with her neurotic 
New Age mother, Anna, who is on 
the verge of a mental breakdown. 
Skye is looking for a girlfriend and 
becomes infatuated with Jessica, who 
introduces her to raves and drugs. 
Skye’s friends Mol (an exuberant 
pagan), Lorri (a volleyball jock) and 
Ryley (her boyfriend with whom she 
shares sexual feelings but not sexual 
intercourse) all help her find her way 
through the phoney, tinsel world of 
southern California. 

Glimmer (Putnam, 1997), by Annie 
Waters, is about searching for identity — 
a quest lesbians can identify with. Sage 
doesn’t know if she is black or white, 
straight or bisexual. Her black father 
left her white mother before Sage was 
born. She is the youngest of five, and 
the only one in the family who is fat 
and visibly biracial — her siblings all 
look white. The story is told from 
Sage’s college dorm room, where she 
has barricaded herself. Support from 
her family is a glimmer of hope in her 
downward spiral toward madness. (yw) 


All of these titles may be found at the Edmonton 
Public Library. Use the online catalogue to place 
a request: www.publib.edmonton.ab.ca 


Lucky Lesbians continued from page 7 


the dilemma by not addressing the 
card to anyone at all. It read, “Merry 
Christmas” and was simply signed. 

The final part of my wake-up call 
occurred when a parcel arrived for my 
partner from her brother, whom she 
has not seen or spoken to for years. 
The parcel included gifts for his sister 
and our three youngest children, but 
none for myself or our oldest son 
(mine by birth). In fact, Matt and I 
were not even included on the card. 

All of these events within such a 
short time frame had me feeling sad 
at first, and then angry. I wasn’t angry 
at those who had sent the cards and 
gifts. They were only doing the best 
they could with what information 
they had. It was going to be our job 
to educate them. ' 

The point at which I becametreally 
angry was when I heard myself telling 
my partner how ‘lucky’ we were. Lucky? 
Just because we had experienced no 
threats of physical violence or obscene 
comments from those who knew and 
loved us? I thought about one friend 
whose pre- teen daughter tells all her 
friends that her mother is not gay, and 
about another friend who may not see 
her son for Christmas. 

I am still angry that we should feel 
lucky for being treated fairly and with 
common decency, as all other white, 
heterosexuals have come to expect. 

In fact, they take it for granted. 
And so should we. Vv 
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Lately I have had many conversations 
about doing things the ‘right way,’ 
usually with the implication that the 
speaker’s way is the right way and the 
‘others’ are wrong. While pondering 
these conversations, I came upon this 
comment on an e-mail list: 

“People who lack a strong bond 
will settle for a pseudo-bond (loyalty, 
conformity or engulfment) which is 
reaffirmed by setting up enemies.” 
(Thomas J. Scheff, Professor Emeritus, 
Dept. of Sociology, U.C.S.B., Santa 
Barbara, CA) 

How does this relate to our 
community? What might be the 
influence of settling for pseudo or 
pretend bonds by those who are not 
secure in their emotional bonds with 
themselves, their families or the 
community? These unhealthy bonds 
demand extreme loyalty and close 
conformity to written and unwritten 
rules and ways of being. Pretend bonds 
require a closed sense of who we are — 
that how we do things is the right way 
— and we must be prepared to defend 
our way absolutely to others. 

On the other hand, healthy bonds 
let us know who we are but do not 
require us to make enemies of others; 
we can just let them be different and 
we can both feel safe. 

If shame is about social bonding, 
and our degrees of likeness and 
difference are challenges to social 
bonding, then perhaps blaming, 
shaming and criticizing is about 
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Speaking of Normal 


by Liz Massiah, M.s.W., R.S.W. 


managing our shame. It helps to keep 
our own shame at bay, and emphasizes 
the enemy status of others. 

Some say that much of what 
causes trouble in our community is 
internalized homophobia, but what 
that really is about is shame of being 
who we are. We live with and have 
absorbed within our souls messages 
of hatred directed at homosexuals. 
Our community is also impacted by 
our own individual issues of shame, 
from growing up abused, from being 
the child of an alcoholic parent, from 
being sexually assaulted, from physical 
or mental differences, religion etc. 

Each individual in the community 
has her or his own experiences that 
contribute to blaming, shaming, 
to setting up ‘not me’ and creating 
enemies. Declaring others as enemies 
accomplishes little. 

Think about how this resonates 
for us as individuals or community 
members. How can we better stand 
up to demands of loyalty that are rigid, 
inflexible and unhealthy? How can 
we work more effectively at finding 
respectful, caring and accountable ways 
of being with one another? How can 
we manage shame issues better so we 
don’t have to have so many enemies? 
How can we stop fearing our shame 
so that we can stand together? Ad 


All ideas are those of the author. They are 
not intended to replace consultation with 
an accredited, registered professional. 


Whatl?s Happening? 


Adamant Eve Radio show by and for 
womyn. Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


Badminton League Call Bruce at 453-1244, 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 


Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of 
the month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076, purplehaze@breifcase.com 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. 
Call Donna at 456-1008. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 

Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
at Orlando Books at 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest 
School, call Chris at 423-4930. Skills 
development: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Ross Sheppard High School, call Darcy 
at 425-7316, ftb@telusplanet.net 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 


on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre for drop-in, peer counselling 
and library services. Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. — noon and 7-10 p.m. at 

103, 10612 — 124 St. Call 488-3242, 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

LEGIT Lesbian & Gay Immigration Task 
Force. Third Thursday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 428-3234, 
legit-e@home.com 


Liatris Society Gardening club for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered and straight 
people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
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Making Waves Swim Club For gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Thursdays, 
8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 8-9:30 p.m. 
at Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre, 

8205 — 90 Avenue. Call Mike at 
432-2116, mjs2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Northem Titans Ten-Pin Bowling League. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Pins & Cues, 

SE corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave and 135 St. Cost $12. Call Garry 
at 426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


02 Curling Sundays, 2 p.m. at Granite 
Curling Club, 8620 — 107 St. Cost $8 
drop-in. Call Lance at 479-5308. 


Outreach Support for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered students, staff and 
faculty at the University of Alberta. 
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. at the Heritage 1ounge 
in Athabasca Hall on the U of A*campus. 
Call 988-4166, outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of lesbian, gay and transgendered 
people. Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958. pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 — 135 Ave. 
(SW door), Cost $4. Call Mary at 
477-2808 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us Support group for 
\/g/b/t parents, step-parents and partners. 
Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. upstairs at Orlando 
Books. Call Liz at 415-5434 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgenders age 25 and under. 
Saturdays 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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CglenoGgr of Events 


Friday, Nov. 5 — 8 p.m. 

Jennifer Berezan Concert 

Featuring Anthony Costello, Nina 
Gerber and Jami Sieber at the Arden 
Theatre in St. Albert. Tickets $15 
advance at Orlando Books / $18 door. 


Friday & Saturday, Nov. 5&6 — 8 p.m. 

Loud and Queer Cabaret 

Variety show featuring theatre, dance, 
performance art, music and visual art 
3rd Space / Workshop West Theatre, 
11516 — 103 St. Tickets $15 + GST in 
advance at Workshop West (477-5955), 
$18 + GST/door. 


Sunday, Nov. 7 — 2 p.m. 

Classics Activities Night 

Social group for lesbians over 40 meets 
at Secrets, 10249 — 107 St. 


Monday, Nov. 1 — 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

All members welcome. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 — 124 St. 


Sunday, Nov. 7 — noon 
Womonspace Newsletter Meeting 
Deadline for submissions on Queer Youth. 


Drop off submissions or just stop by to 
chat. Bagel Tree, 10354 Whyte Ave. 


Friday to Sunday, November 12, 13 &14 

Edmonton's Super Sports Weekend 

Come watch curling (Lance at 479-5308), 
bowling (Garry at 426-6311), volleyball 
(Andrew at 435-9379) and badminton 
(Bruce at 453-1244). Friday: 9-12 p.m., 
registration party at Buddy’s. Saturday: 

9 a.m. — 5 p.m., sporting events; 8 p.m. — 
3 a.m. Ice Breaker Dance at Hellenic- 
Canadian Hall, cost $10. Sunday: 
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Events for November 1999 


11 a.m. —3 p.m., sporting events; 5-10-p.m., 
awards banquet at Carole’s Restaurant. 


Wednesday, Nov 17 — 8 p.m. 

Taste This 

Zoe Eakle, Anna Camilleri, Ivan E. Coyote 
and S. Lynn Phillips perform “Too Close 
to Fire,” a blend of storytelling, music 
and multi-media spoken word. Their 
recently published book Boys Like Her 
(Press Gang) won Forward Magazine’s 
Book of the Year bronze medal award. 
Catalyst Theatre, 8529 — 103 St. 

Tickets $10 at Orlando Books. 


Saturday, Nov 20, 11 am - 4 p.m. 

5th Annual Womonspace Craft and Art Fair 
Inglewood Hall, 12515 - 116 Ave. 
Door prizes. Please bring a donation for 
the food bank. Tables free for members, 
$5 for non-members. To book a table, 
call Arron at 425-1168. 


Saturday, Nov 20 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Womonspace Dance 

Inglewood Hall, 12515 - 116 Ave. 

This will be a mixed (men are welcome) 
non-smoking event. Cost: $8 non-members, 
$5 members (with card). Keep your 
ticket stub for free admission to the 
Roost afterwards. Volunteering is a 

great way to meet women. Call 482-1794. 


Hangoves for Lesbians 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 — 124 St. 


Choices nightclub, 10148 — 105 St. 
The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 
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Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 

Last Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 

at McDougall United Church, 10086 
Macdonald Drive in the Norwood Room. 
Call Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306 


Axios A support group for Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern-Rite Catholic 
Gay and Lesbian Christians. 
Dbednars@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 

Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218. trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays 
at 1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s church 
school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth group, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall United 
Church, downstairs, 10086 Macdonald 


“You can't type what a lesbian is. We’re 
anything and everything. The one thing 
in common is that we make love to other 
women. So give up trying to limit us.” 


Amanda Bearse, actor 


“My heart is full of you, none other than 
you is in my thoughts, yet when I seek to 
say to you something not for the world, 
words fail me. If you were here — and 
Oh that you were, my Susie — we need 
not talk at all, our eyes would whisper 
for us, and your hand fast in mine, we 
would not ask for language.” 


Emily Dickinson in a letter to her ‘friend’ Susan Gilbert, 
who later became her sister-in-law 


Drive (south entrance). Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 474-0753 
for church location 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Ermineskin Community League, 
10709 — 32A Ave. Call the church 

office at 435-2028, Debbie at 987-4974, 
Read at 437-9732 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 —- 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 


Visions Gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered discussion group, at 
Unitarian Church. Call 454-8073. 


anitaj@v-wave.com 


Crimson Kisses 
by Jane C. Rendall 


Crimson kisses in passion 
Filled dreams 

Tango in daisies 

Just you and me 

Eternity in paradise 

Souls intertwined 

No escape from happiness 
Bliss to the end of time 
Don’t kiss me now 
Afraid I shall wake 

Only with memories 


and your name on my lips. 


Womonspace November 1999 


Drag: Lesbian Performance Rebellion 


One of the great freedoms for many 
lesbians is the freedom lesbian identity 
offers as an escape from traditional 
expectations of femininity. An exciting 
development in recent years has been 
the growing “Drag King” performance 
movement. A big deal for years in San 
Francisco and New York, Drag King 
shows had their premiere in Edmonton 
recently. Before shows at Buddy's bar 
and Secrets, I spoke to a local dyke DK 
(whose performs under the name Zien 
Drach) about her drag performance. 

KH: What is a drag king? 

ZD: Women have been dressing in 
men’s clothes for centuries, sometimes 
to get by in ‘a man's world,’ and 
sometimes because they’re a lot more 
comfortable. Basically, a drag king is 
someone performing a male gender — 
performing, acting the machismo. 

I think that gender is a performance, 
so drag kings are basically women 
performing masculine gender. 

KH: What do you mean that 
gender is always a performance? 

ZD: I’m not necessarily saying 
that a woman who puts on high heels 
and nylons automatically becomes a 
giggling girl hanging on the arm of 
some man. I mean that when you’re 
dressing the part everything that goes 
into it is a performance. For example, 
at the beginning of summer, I was at 
Orlando Books’ Bloomsbury party, a 
party imitating the styles of the old 
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Paris literary salons, and I dressed as 
Djuna Barnes, this glamorous woman 
at the turn of the century. I wore a 
long swank skirt, and these nylons, 
and high heels and a beret, and I did 
my makeup and I was dressed in 
drag — girl drag. I was performing the 
femaleness. And the next day I went 
out wearing baggy corduroy pants 
and a suit jacket — my boy drag. 

KH: So it’s a way of de-naturalizing 
and politicizing gender roles? 

ZD: It’s kind of a question of what 
makes the man or woman. It’s about 
subverting gender roles. It's a way of 
subverting gender. 

KH: Why do you think lesbians are 
excited about drag, about the chance 
to perform as drag kings? 

ZD: Well there are a lot of things 
that are exciting about it. For one, 
visibility. Lesbians might be one of the 
most invisible groups as far as gender 
minority groups. Lesbians are very 
invisible. When you go to an event like 
Pride, the first people you see are the 
Queens — they get to perform, they 
have all this glamour, this fun, and 
why don’t we? There’s a glamour to it. 
Although people are surprised when 
they see drag kings and find that they 
sometimes embody the most macho 
and sweaty and, sometimes, the most 
dirty side of masculinity. In some ways, 
they are such markers of masculinity 
that they become glamorous in the 


continued on page 15 
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Better Than Chocolate 


So, what makes Anne Wheeler’s new 
girl-meets-girl film better than 
chocolate? 

For starters, it’s got a couple of 
melt-in-your-mouth, babe-o-licious 
young lesbians at the centre of its 
sinfully delightful plot: Maggie (Karyn 
Dwyer), a creatively stifled law school 
dropout who works at a lesbian 
bookstore by day and lip-synchs at the 
Cat’s Ass, a lively women’s bar, by 
night; and Kim (Christina Cox), a 
vagabond artist who keeps herself in 
Grumbachers by doing portraits at 
music festivals around the country. 

It’s got Ann-Marie MacDonald 
(yes, the same Ann-Marie MacDonald 
who wrote Fall On Your Knees) 
playing Frances, a repressed bookstore 
owner who is spurred to action when 
Canada Customs seizes some of her 
titles (including Little Red Riding 
Hood), deeming them “obscene.” 

It’s got hot and tastefully realistic 
lesbian sex — something that’s all too 
rare in lesbian movies (and simply 
unheard of in ones that are released to 
general audiences). There’s getting-to- 
know-you sex in Kim’s funky van, 
which ends up being towed just as 
Kim is about to show Maggie her, uh, 
etchings. There’s a wonderfully erotic 
scene in which Kim and Maggie paint 
each other while rolling around naked 
on canvas (which rivals the food fight 
in Fried Green Tomatoes for sheer 
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movie review by Laurie 


sensuality). There’s furtive yet cheerful 
sex on the living room couch after 
Maggie’s mom Lila and brother Paul 
move in. And there’s gasping, groping, 
stand-up sex in the can at the dyke bar 
when the lack of privacy at home 
becomes too much for the sapphic 
lovebirds. 

There’s also straight sex, in which 
Paul is introduced to the pleasures of 
butt plugs by Maggie’s bisexual co- 
worker; and solo sex, in which the 
weepy Lila, who, after the dissolution 
of her second marriage, has resigned 
herself to a future without sex, finds a 
box of vibrators under the bed and 
discovers they’re, well, better than 
chocolate. 

It’s got the transgendered Judy, who 
is trying to heal from the heartache of 
parental rejection. Judy is crushed out 
on the frumpy Frances, who’s too busy 
battling the Customs bozos to notice. 
For advice on matters of the heart, 
Judy turns to the naive Lila, who not 
only hasn’t figured out that her own 
daughter is gay (she assumes Ten Per 
Cent Books is a discount store), she 
doesn’t have a clue that her sensitive 
new gal pal (with the impeccable taste 
in decorating!) used to be Jeremy. 

Peggy Thompson’s screenplay takes 
a credible look at plenty of relevant 
lesbian issues of the day without 
coming off as preachy or heterophobic: 
skinheads threaten bar patrons and the 
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bookstore; Frances’s censorship battle 
mirrors the true-life horrors of Little 
Sister’s in Vancouver; Maggie is forced 
to confront her own internalized 
homophobia when she risks losing 
Kim, rather than admit to her mother 
that they’re in love; and the hurtful 
intolerance that’s rife within our own 
les/bi/gay/trans community is 
poignantly illustrated when Judy is 
assaulted in the dyke bar by a drunken 
butch who decides “he” is in the 
wrong bathroom. 

There’s no denying this funny, 
uplifting film is Better Than 
Chocolate. For those of you keeping 
score, it’s also infinitely superior to 
Claire of the Moon. 

(P.S. Now we know what the X 
in Karen X. Tulchinksy’s name stands 
for: Xtra. The Vancouver-based writer 
(Love Ruins Everything, Hot and 
Bothered) has a cameo appearance 
as one of the, er, ladies-in-waiting 


during the bathroom sex scene). v 


Lost and Found several items of clothing 
have been left at Womonspace dances. 
If you are missing an article, please call 
Womonspace at 482-1794 


Shared accommodations: 3-bedroom 
bungalow, Mill Woods. Close to express 
bus to downtown and university. 

* Non-smoker. Must like cats. 463-9268 
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Drag continued from page 13 


performance of maleness. And so, 

in a way, there’s the glamour, that 
hard-edged, rough-edged dirt. And 
it’s a space where you know you’re 
performing, and you are very aware 
of that and therefore feel free to do so. 
There are all these eyes watching you 
and that’s the point. Obviously you’re 
not pretending to be a man because 
that's the whole point — it affords you 
a space where you can feel comfortable 
performing masculinity. It makes you 
that much more female. 

KH: How much is drag about 
subversion? 

ZD: I was reading (the writer and 
theorist) Judith Butler, and I agree 
with what she says, which is that drag 
is subversive as far as it critiques and 
displaces normative gender roles. 
There is a threat of it just mimicking 
and reinforcing the traditional gender 
roles. If I was dressing like a man, 
and I was expecting a girlfriend to 
be submissive to me, then that would 
be about acknowledging that the 
heterosexual paradigm is acceptable 
and trying to have that for myself. I 
think the thing that’s very subversive 
about drag is that you push those 
roles aside. It’s a performance. Today 
I can be one thing, and tomorrow 
something else entirely, and it’s all mine. 
I could be anything. And it challenges 
the idea that these roles are universal 
and that they are natural. ¥) 


Originally aired on Gaywire on CUSR FM 88.5 
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Families 


by Anne Harrison 


Self acceptance opens the door to 


FAMILY OF ORIGIN 
acceptance by others. 


Innocence that leads to pain 
Hunger for love and acceptnce The ancient cry 
Separation, ridicule “Why didn’t someone tell me?” 
and worst — indifference They did. I couldn’t hear 
until my pain blocked 


the sound of the parents in my head 


ALONE 
to let the sound of a third 


But not alone 
parents in my head 78 
“Believe and it is yours!” 

= 


ar 


Criticizing, condemning 


not good enough to love 
searching, seeking FAMILY OF CHOICE 
outside myself for Innocence that leads to 
the love and acceptance innocent wisdom 
that should be mine Acceptance with understanding 
but isn’t. Love with caring 
How can it be when Freedom to be me 
the seeker loves not at last. 
the seeker? Oh the joy, 
the gratitude, the fun, 
FAMILY OF ME and the work to keep 
Self love accepted my internalized parents 
opens the door at bay and keep on 
BELIEVING. 


to love by others. 
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~ 5th Annual ~ 


Womonspace Craft Fair 


Saturday, November 20 
Inglewood Hall 
12515 — 116 Avenue 
11 a.m, to 4 p.m. 
Do some early holiday gift shopping for one-of-a-kind 
items including stained glass, candles, greeting cards, 
fancy foods, blankets and fine art. 


To book a table, call Arron at 425-1794. 
For more information, leave a message at 482-1794. 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 


on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Inexpensive pre-winter getaway. 
Informal gathering at Labyrinth Lake 
Lodge, 45 minutes SE of Edmonton. 
Unwind! $55 provides weekend 


accommodation, fridge stocked with 
wholesome food, canoeing, hot tub, 
walks, peace, campfires... Structure 
to weekend, if any, will be determined 
by Friday evening circle-sharing. 

Nov. 26-28. Minimum 6 and maximum 
12 participants. Call by Oct. 15; register 
by Oct. 31. (780) 878-3301 local call. 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Suicide intervention workshops 
will be held this fall by The Canadian 
Mental Health Association, Alberta 
North Central Region. Topics covered 
will include: attitudes about suicide; 
how to recognize and assess the 

risk of suicide; and how to discuss 
suicide with a person at risk in a 
comfortable manner. Nov. 25-26 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 10835 — 124 St, 
Edmonton. Registration fee is $75; 

for more info call Rose at 414-6300. 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis 
Moon, Ph.D. (780)455-6351. 
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elebration & Empowerment 


Ses 


0 


O° 
70 


Jum C. Lioyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


rvices and Products for the S 


896 Commercial Dr. 
(at Venables) 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5L 3Y5 


~|Tel: (604) 254-2543 
5] Fax: (604) 254-5472 >< 
Mail Order = 
1-888-WYM-WARE & 


www.wornynsware.com 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 


‘GAGM1'STHIA‘S3AIA Aayenxac 


Providing an Environment, Se 


Full Circle Projects 


Journey-Shops® ~ Sacred Circle ~ Keynotes ~ Collaberations 
Goddess Programs ~ Pleidian Lightwork ~ Sacred Arts 


Cail Deb-RA: (780) 513-6698 Full Circle Projects: 780.523.6698 
e-mail:prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 
Information packages available. 


~ Full Circle is dedicated to freeing the creative spirit and reclamation of the positive feminine Self! 


Deb-Ra is a global ceremonialist and teacher initiated as shamanic priestess 
at the Temple of Aphrodite in Turkey. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.YW., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


ASTROLOGICAL 
~ CONSULTANT 


| WRAY DANSEREAU 


BIRTH CHART 
INTERPRETATIONS 


FORECASTING 


RELATIONSHIP AND 
CAREER FOCUS 


(780) 430-0645 
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OrlLANnO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton’s lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 

10123 Whyte Ave. T6E 1Z5 

432-7633 


Aovertise in 
Womens pace! 


Call 482-1794 


New Rates for 1999: 
Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 
Classified ads are free 
for members. 


Read back issues of 
womonspace on our 
award-winning website: 


http:/Awww.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


os) 


wom ons 


SaturoGy, November 20, 19QQ 
InGlewood H4a//, 2515 — liG Avenve 


5th Annual Craft and Art Fair 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


DOOR PRIZES. PLEASE BRING A DONATION FOR THE FOOD BANK. 


agente 
Saxe? 
Ge, 
Secatinase 


Dance 


9 p.m. to | a.m. 


MIXED (MEN ARE WELCOME) 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 


Pres esce est yet eet auntie le bs epee oe So Sle ee ee bk ee a ee eS SN a SE et oe ea ate 


Waomonspace Membership Form : 


(Conficentiglity Assvrec’) 


aan eee eee 


widens 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, oe 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


[] New Member [J] Renewal LJ Associate eee eres fee 
[J I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: Sy 
L] Please mail my newsletter to my home aoe 

LJ I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 
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